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My notes:
Drug problem in the US + related issues - increased. Failure to control - emphasis on law and punishment instead of education and treatment 
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Decriminalisation and legalisation-positives:
more police time for more serious criminals than drug offenders
reduce illegal trafficking and police corruption
money on law enforcement diverted to drug education and treatment.
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Arguments against legalisation:
drug use and addiction will rise dramatically
use of drugs -->more serious crimes involving hard drugs (heroin and cocaine)
government's role - to protect individuals (even drug users) from their addiciton
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To solve the problem-must look at the root causes-poverty, racism and inequality.
Govt must increase employment, raise wages, improve health care and provide housing.


