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The research 
The education of professionals occurs alongside a myriad of demands and agendas 
collectively impacted by the public that includes costs and accountability. This project 
identified, analysed and compared the compliance activities and related costs of delivering 
undergraduate health professional education across eight of the disciplines recognised 
under the Health Professional   Competency Assurance Act (HPCA) (2003).  This comparison 
was made across a Faculty offering programmes leading to professional practice 
recognition/registration for dental hygiene and therapy, nursing, medical laboratory science, 
midwifery, occupational therapy, paramedicine, physiotherapy, podiatry, psychotherapy and 
psychology.  The costs relate to programme development, consultation, audit, accreditation 
and monitoring, reporting and administration and vary considerably across programmes 
which are overseen under the same legislation. 
  
Why this is important 
The role of regulatory authorities (RAs) created under the HPCA has been variously 
interpreted to include maintenance of public safety, providing information to the public and 
promoting the wider interest of the professions themselves. However, the legislation is 
primarily about the protection of the public and the maintenance of standards of health 
professional practice in the relevant professions and the extension to detailed scrutiny of 
educational provision is questionable. The current and future contexts of the parties 
involved also require consideration as the mandate for RAs relates to current issues of 
practice while arguably educational providers need to anticipate future demands and refine 
curricula accordingly while managing other legislated expectations such as being the critic 
and conscience of society. 
  
How this session will be run 
This session will present the findings from this project and provide a venue for discussing 
how the educational validation of educational programmes within Aotearoa New Zealand 
occurs across various categories of tertiary education providers.  In addition options for 
addressing the current challenges in health professional education in relation to the 
requirements of the HPCA will be identified with reference to other professional fields of 
practice. 
  
  
  

 


