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The research 
Aspects of curriculum have been the focus of my professional work and research for 
most of my career, and I am currently investigating alternative ways of structuring 
the tertiary curriculum. In this presentation I will focus will on different curriculum 
foundations including some in which subject knowledge is the curriculum context 
rather than its content. My assumption is that some colleagues have not considered 
alternative ways of structuring our work, and by default, subscribe to the view that 
teaching and assessing content knowledge is our raison d’être. 
 

Importance 
Every course we teach, every paper within the course, and each lecture, tutorial, 
project and assignment depends on our course curriculum. though I accept that some 
curricula are implicit rather than explicit. I take as my definition of curriculum. ‘all 
that is planned for a course’ and note that planning can involve much more than 
deciding on the content to be covered (though I accept that many tertiary educators 
make the assumption that subject knowledge is the basis of curriculum). I will 
problematize this by suggesting numerous other bases on which a curriculum could be 
structured. My assumptions are that it is only through questioning the fundamental 
taken-for-granted aspects of our work are we likely to significantly change practice, 
and that change begins by committed people making change that others may follow.  
 

How the session will be run 
• I will set up the room as a circle for conversation; and have participants briefly 

introduce themselves. 
• I will define curriculum and hand out a page with sixteen headings on it—each 

being a focus on which a tertiary curriculum could be organized.  
• I will begin by explaining how the session is organized and briefly introduce the 

sixteen headings; then, within ten minutes of beginning, I will chair the discussion.  
• Initially we will go round the room with all participants saying which focus most 

appeals to them and why. 
• I will ask for comments on any of the 16 headings that were not mentioned,  

and for other possible headings that I could have included. 
• In the next round-the-room discussion participants will comment on each other’s 

ideas 
• The conversation will then continue for most of the remaining time. 
• I will conclude the session after 55 minutes by suggesting one way of moving 

forward; handing out a short paper that expands on my ideas; and thanking 
everyone for their participation. 

 


