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a. The research  

Reformulation as written feedback has been found to have positive effects on task 

performance (Tocalli-Beller & Swian, 2005; Sachs & Polio, 2007). The present study, which 

was conducted with the University of Auckland Ethics committee approval, investigates how 

reformulation affects written performance of 55 Iranian Intermediate-level English learners. 

Participants of the study were assigned into two groups – experimental, and control. Both 

groups were first pre-tested to ensure their homogeneity regarding English language 

proficiency. A week after the pre-test performance, both groups performed a written note-

expansion task. After that, the experimental group texts were reformulated by a native-like 

English language teacher. That is, a native-like English teacher rewrote participants’ texts 

correcting all grammatical, lexical, mechanical and cohesive errors while preserving the 

ideas. A week later, participants in the experimental group were given their original texts as 

well as the reformulated versions, and were asked to compare them trying to find the 

differences between the two. Both texts were then collected and the group was asked to re-

perform the same task. In contrast, the participants in the control group only performed the 

same task for a second time without receiving any feedback. Note-expansion task 

performances of both groups were then analyzed in terms of accuracy, fluency, and 

complexity, and the gain scores from the first to the second performance were calculated and 

compared between two groups. Results indicated that reformulation had no effect on the 

repeat performance of the same task regarding accuracy and complexity, but led to a less 

fluent performance.   

b. Why this topic is important 

It has always been argued that second language learners find it challenging to write in a new 

language. Therefore, there is a need to find ways to help students improve their writing skills. 

One way to achieve this is to give learners corrective feedback on their performance and then 

require them to re-perform the same task. There are many different ways by which written 

feedback can be provided, however, research is needed to find out which one results in a 

better performance. Reformulation, defined as getting a native or a native-like English 

teacher to rewrite learners’ texts correcting all their grammatical, lexical, and mechanical 



errors while preserving the meaning, is one way which has been found to be beneficial for 

improving written performance (Tocalli-Beller & Swian, 2005; Sachs & Polio, 2007), 

especially when it comes to international students as it gives them the opportunity to see how 

a native speaker would structure a sentence to convey the same meaning. However, before a 

teacher employs reformulation, there are certain issues which should be considered including 

the way texts are reformulated, the way reformulation is implemented, and the proficiency 

level of the learners. The present study aims to find out if reformulation will still be 

advantageous for learners if the texts are reformulated and used in a different way from the 

previous research. This is important to be investigated as it will give language teachers a 

better insight of how to implement reformulation to achieve positive results.  

c. How the Session will be run  

As the conference regulations require, first, the research will be presented in ten minutes.  

Then the areas of controversy which are believed to affect the results of reformulation will be 

introduced and discussions will be led to exchange ideas. Controversies that the researcher 

aims to introduce fall into three categories of feasibility, implementation, and learners. The 

purpose is to lead a fifteen-minute discussion on each category to find out what can be done 

to make reformulation more feasible, in what way reformulation should be implemented if 

positive results are desired, and which learners will benefit more from reformulation. 

Findings of the study will also be considered during the discussions to both decide on the 

controversial issues and find out why no positive results were obtained. During the final five 

minutes, the discussions will be concluded and the ideas for future research will be listed. 

The session will be beneficial for participants’ future practice as methods will be discussed to 

make reformulation more practical and less time-consuming. Additionally, better 

implementation methods, proven to result in better written performance, will be proposed.  


