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The Research  
 
This research project aims to investigate potential barriers and factors that influence and 

impact on Pasifika student’s participation and completion of a university accounting 

qualification. Pasifika is a term used to describe people living in New Zealand who have a 

Pacific Islands ancestry or heritage (Online Information Literacy, 2014).  

 
Lifting the Pasifika educational achievement is a key priority for the government and some 

tertiary education providers. The Pasifika Education Plan 2013-2017 emphasizes the social, 

cultural and economic benefits of enabling Pasifika learners to attain higher levels of tertiary 

level qualifications (Ministry of Education, 2014). The AUT Strategic Plan 2012-2016 also 

articulates Pasifika student success goals and achievement to equal that of other students 

(AUT University, 2014). The project team has a genuine concern that despite many 

initiatives, Pasifika people seem to be disproportionately under-represented in the 

accounting profession and in university accounting programmes. Those Pasifika students 

who choose to do accounting seem to struggle to complete their degree. The research 

investigates potential barriers that Pasifika students encounter in their tertiary level 

accounting studies. 

 
Information was gathered via a 5-page survey questionnaire completed by students who 
were identified as belonging to the Pasifika group. Further information was collected via 
focus group meetings. In total 48 students currently completing level 6 or 7 accounting 
papers were identified by various means as being Pasifika. Of the identified students 40 
(83%) completed the survey. Further data was collected by three follow up focus group 
meetings in which 19 students participated. 
 
Why this topic is important?  

 
The project clearly aligns with the government, AUT University and the researchers’ priority 
area. The research will expose potential barriers that Pasifika students encounter in their 
tertiary level accounting studies. It is expected that an awareness of potential barriers will 
lead to the identification and implementation of actionable strategies to help enhance 
Pasifika students’ success and completion rates of accounting qualifications. The research 
has the potential to make enormous contribution to tertiary institutions strategic plan 
initiatives which in turn should help implement government tertiary policy initiatives that 
would benefit the wider Pasifika community. The consequential benefit of this research will 
be in terms of informing teaching practices that are likely to have a positive impact on 
Pasifika student participation and successful completion of an accounting degree. 



 
This research will also add to the scant literature on issues faced by minority groups, in 
particular the Pasifika group in accounting education. One concern that has been raised is 
that people from minority groups such as Pacific Islanders make up a large percentage of 
people living below the poverty line and that if this situation is not tackled then there could 
be major long term social consequences (Tahana, 2011). A key factor for the lower incomes 
and poverty in these minority groups could be their lack of participation in key economic 
areas such as business and commerce. There has not been any recent study that have 
investigated why few Pasifika students choose accounting as a major at University and what 
can be done to enhance their participation and success in this particular area. 
 

How the session will be run  

The researchers will present their work in the first 10 minutes of the session including 
discussing some of the findings that have emerged from the data collected and analysed to 
date.  The next 50 minutes of the session will provide an opportunity for participants to 
share their knowledge and experiences of teaching Pasifika students or students from 
minority groups so the research can be expanded further and look for suggestions on some 
of the actionable strategies that could be implement for the benefit of Pasifica students 
studying at tertiary institutions. The questions that this session will pose for discussion are: 
 

1. What do you see as the potential barriers Pasifika students face in university 
education? 

2. How well do you think student centred learning and teaching strategies or online 
and blended learning approaches suit Pasifika students?   

3. What are some of the preferred learning styles of Pasifika students? 
4. What are some strategies being implement by tertiary education providers to 

achieve greater participation and success of Pasifika students? 
5. What are some actionable strategies that could be implemented that may result in 

greater Pasifika success in areas such as accounting and business? 
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