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The Research: 

Pasifika Pedagogy is a term which is beginning to emerge and immerse itself into a growing field of 

academic studies (Makisi, 2008; Mose, 2012). It is a phrase that lends a sense of value and importance 

to the philosophy of teaching in and of a Pasifika manner, style or characteristic. However, in essence, 

what does it really mean? And how do we or I (as a Niuean) define (or re-define) Pasifika Pedagogy as a 

theoretical paradigm or methodology? There is evidence of research using Pasifika Pedagogy as a 

legitimate framework with its tropical metaphors and elaborate principles but to what end (Makisi, 

2008; Mose, 2012)? Can a non-Pasifika researcher apply Pasifika Pedagogy to their study? The world of 

academia is an open basket for everyone so the answer should be yes. Perhaps the question should be 

who actually uses Pasifika Pedagogy?  The focus of this workshop is to encourage Pasifika Pedagogies in 

the classroom at a deeper level. Most teachers are already using pedagogical tools to engage with their 

Pasifika learners and this workshop aims to further support, develop and enhance those practices. 

Why this topic is important? 

Kaupapa Maori Methodology is encouraged as a framework for Maori-based studies and it seems that 

Pasifika Pedagogy is planting its roots in similar fashion. According to Statistics New Zealand (2013), the 

Pasifika population is the fastest growing minority group in the country. With this in mind, it is important 

to prepare educators for a more diverse classroom, school and society. Implementing Pasifika Pedagogy 

may provide a practical solution for all educators which may influence current achievement statistics.  

How the session will be run 

The session includes real scenarios from the secondary school classroom where attendees have the 

opportunity to assess and contribute to practical Pasifika Pedagogies. 

Pasifika Pedagogy in Practise: Opening Prayer /Introduction – 5mins 

In line with cultural protocol to bless the attendees and the knowledge to be shared 

Overview of Pasifika Pedagogy – 5mins 

Brief update of Pasifika Pedagogy and relevant frameworks 

Talanoa- Sharing the journey of teaching Pasifika students/ working with Pasifika colleagues- 30 mins 

This part of the session will follow practical themes/scenarios/discussions in small groups. 

Reflection:  15mins 



Opportunity for the attendees to re-group en masse and reflect on Pasifika Pedagogy and where/how it 

may contribute to their practice. 

Closing Prayer/Wrap Up- 5 mins 

In line with cultural protocol to close the session with a prayer to bless the attendees for the remainder 

of the day and the knowledge they will take with them from this session. 


