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Abstract: The application of the biological sciences is an integral part of practice for health 

care professionals. Consequently bioscience - collective of life-science subjects like human 

anatomy and physiology, microbiology and pharmacology (McVicar & Clancy, 2001), are 

core subjects for many health programmes. In many first year tertiary health programmes, 

learning and teaching of bioscience is often delivered through common papers undertaken 

by health professional students from fields as diverse as bio-engineering, midwifery, oral 

health, occupational therapy, nursing, physiotherapy and medical laboratory science. This 

interprofessional approach to learning bioscience warrants exploration and evaluation with 

regard to meeting needs of students, and whether the knowledge gained is transferable to 

future bioscience papers and into professional practice. For the purpose of this study we 

limited focus to three closely aligned disciplines; nursing, midwifery and paramedicine. 

 

This intrinsic case study sought to investigate whether the current content of the human 

anatomy and physiology papers are meeting the needs of nursing, paramedic and midwifery 

students at Auckland University of Technology as they transition from first and second year 

papers into clinical practice. Participants were in their final year of study spending much of 

their time on clinical placement. Questionnaire respondents (n=226) and participants in 3 

focus groups provided data pertaining to student’s experiences. Content analysis was 

employed to identify common issues and themes that emerged from the data. 

 

 

Preliminary findings suggest students felt discipline specific tutorials would facilitate a more 

effective learning environment. Moreover, gaps were identified between the transitioning of 

knowledge from one semester to another. This is the first phase of a study that seeks to explore 

the viability and knowledge transferability of the current curriculum into practice. Phase two 

will involve recent graduates’ and aims to add strength to this current study. It is hoped the 

findings of this study will inform future educational practice.  
 

 


