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The research 

This project, which employs an embedded case study design, is aiming to develop a clearer 

and more in-depth understanding of undergraduate students’ perception of learning activities 

that influence their engagement in a public university in Ghana. The first part of the study 

will be a survey of 400 to 500 volunteers who will be selected  through a non-probability 

sampling technique (quota sampling) from students in the humanities at the three campuses 

(city, main, and distance) of the university. The purpose of the survey is to get a broad view 

of how students perceive their engagement in various learning activities as well as the 

challenges students say they face. The qualitative data which comprise interviews and diaries 

aim to probe a deeper understanding of issues raised in the survey. Participants for the 

qualitative study will be 12 volunteers who indicate in the survey their interest to participate. 

Quantitative data will be analysed with SPSS and general inductive approach will be used for 

qualitative data analysis. To crosscheck the data analysis outcome and conclusions, 

transcripts of interviews and a summary of the diaries will be sent back to interviewees for 

their comments. In additions, interpretations of the data will be compared with supervisors’ 

interpretations and the relevant literature.  

 

Why this topic is important 

Higher education is increasingly recognized as critical in the quest to improve the quality of 

life and society as a whole. Mihel (2010) stresses that “what higher education needs more 

than ever is cooperation and a focus on improving quality through efficient and effective way 

of serving students” (p. 73). Globally, there is increasing concern among higher education 

stakeholders about how to ensure that students learn optimally at school and achieve 

academic excellence in their academic pursuit (Akpan & Umobong, 2013). This concern has 

generated considerable studies into understanding and devising strategies that are more likely 

to enhance student learning. However, quite a number of these studies have been conducted 

in Western countries, particularly USA, UK, Canada, Australia and New Zealand and have 

relied mainly on quantitative methods. A study conducted by Bunting and Cloetes (2012) 

reported that 40% (although debatable due to scant studies) of students entering 

undergraduate science and technology and humanities programmes in Ghana are likely to 

drop out without obtaining their qualification. However, the application of findings from 

relevant Western studies to address the problem in a developing country like Ghana may be 

constrained due to the contextual differences. This situation provides the impetus for studying 

students’ engagement in a specific context, as proposed in this study. Information on 

students’ engagement generated via the student’s voice will help institutions, teachers and 



student support staff to design appropriate programmes to enhance engagement. The context 

of this study means that its outcomes will be directly relevant to Ghana, and also of 

importance to other African nations. It will also serve to broaden wider current literature 

about student engagement.  

 

How the session will be run 

 

The session will have the following parts 

 

1. Presentation of project (10 minutes) 

I will give a brief presentation of the project to form the basis for group discussion. 

 

2. Group discussion (20 minutes) 

Depending on the number of participants, there will be four groups with each 

discussing one of the following questions. 

a. What are teachers’ understandings of student engagement and its relationship to 

learning? 

b. What sorts of learning activities are typically organised for students in tertiary 

institutions and how do those activities support and enhance student engagement? 

c. What strategies do teachers typically use to enhance student learning in class and 

out of class, and thereby engage them in their learning?   

d. What challenges do teachers face in supporting students learning? – What are the 

barriers to ensuring that students do engage meaningfully with their learning? 

 

3. Group report and discussion (20 minutes) 

Each group will present a report followed by a brief discussion on the issues raised in 

the report.   

 

4. Conclusion (10 minutes) 

Participants will summarise the points that have most significance for them and 

propose the way forward. I will request suggestions from participants to improve the 

project and finally give a brief conclusion.    

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


